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The Inside Track  
 
Firstly, a huge welcome to all         
spectators today. It seems like an age 
since we last entertained at home. 
We are now about to embark on a run 
of four home fixtures out of the six 
games we have remaining. Our      
ambition remains undimmed as we 

pursue promotion for both senior teams. Plenty of spills and thrills are 
likely this afternoon. When we travelled to Tottonians, it was a          
hard-fought away win, so a tasty encounter awaits today! 
 
A special welcome to the head coach of Tottonians, his squad of  
players, support team, and travelling supporters. We all know they 
will endeavour to end our unbeaten record. 
 
Congratulations to Will Reeve and Joe Pittams, who both  produced 
"man of the match" performances away to Witney RFC and Newbury 
Blues. 
 
Winning is becoming a habit for this senior group of players in both 
the 1st and 2nd XV. Good luck to the 2nd XV, who are away to  Devizes this 
afternoon; bring it home, boys. 
 
A priority this afternoon must be our being ruthless in our                       
decision-making when opportunity presents itself, coupled with 
game management, especially when we are lacking momentum  
during the game. 
 
The players continue to work hard in training. We are all aware of the 
challenges we face.  
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Maintaining a positive atmosphere will be crucial as the pressure of       
expectation builds. I’m confident this is a tight group that will rise to any 
challenge. 
 
Our opponents today are a good side; they will treat this as a cup game, 
trying to force an upset on our unbeaten home and league records. We 
are all looking forward to the challenge. Starting well and earning the 
right to play will be key. 
 
We need to do the basic things well and stay in 
the moment throughout the 80 minutes. 
 
One to watch this afternoon is Adam Neal (4) in 
the second row. Known as "Nealy" in the squad, 
he relishes the contest and the nitty-gritty of 
the game. He is efficient around the park and 
reads the game very well. We’re looking for 
Nealy to impose   himself at the breakdown, 
coupled with dominance in defence, as a  of the 
opposition ball at the lineout. You’ll also hear 
him encouraging the pack  loudly. 
 
Our match official today is Bretton King. Thank you for taking the game 
and good luck, sir. 
 
As always, a huge thank you to all involved in making today happen,    
especially our valued sponsors. 
 
Enjoy your afternoon. 
 
Elisi Vunipola D.O.R 
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INTERNATIONAL GAME SCHEDULE  
AUTUMN INTERNATIONALS 

DATE     FIXTURE   KICK OFF 

Sunday 6 November 

Saturday 12 November  

Saturday 19 November  

Saturday 26 November  

 

SIX NATIONS 2023  

 

Saturday 4 February  

Saturday 4 February  

Sunday 5 February  

 

Saturday 11 February  

Saturday 11 February  

Sunday 12 February  

 

Saturday 25 February  

Saturday 25 February  

Sunday 26 February  

 

Saturday 11 March  

Saturday 11 March  

Sunday 12 March  

 

Saturday 18 March  

Saturday 18 March  

Saturday 18 March  

 

 

 

 

 

England v Argentina 

England v Japan 

England v New Zealand 

England v South Africa 

 

 

 

Wales v Ireland 

England v Scotland  

Italy v France 

 

Ireland v France  

Scotland v Wales 

England v Italy 

 

Italy v Ireland 

Wales v England 

France v Scotland 

 

Italy v Wales 

England v France 

Scotland v Ireland 

 

Scotland v Italy 

France v Wales 

Ireland v England 

 

 

 

 

 

14:15 

15:15 

17:30 

17:30 

 

 

 

14:15 

16:45 

15:00 

 

14:15 

16:45 

15:00 

 

14:15 

16:45 

15:00 

 

14:15 

16:45 

15:00 

 

12:30 

14:45 

17:00 
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TEAM SELECTION  

 MARLBOROUGH     TOTTONIANS 

ASH HORNER    1 NO TEAM LIST PROVIDED AT TIME  

SOLOMONE ANISEKO   2   OF GOING TO PRINT 

GARETH SMITH    3  

ADAM NEAL     4  

ARTHUR ALLEN    5  

SIAOSI FEAOMEFIUI   6                                                                                     

OLLIE SPANSWICK (CAPT)  7  

JACK LYND     8  

JAMES CLANCY    9  

VILIAMI HAKALO    10  

BEN FULTON     11  

WEIR FILIKITONGA    12  

JOE PITTAMS    13  

AKARIVA SERUVATU   14  

WILL REEVE     15  

 BENCH      BENCH 

LEMEKI MOALA    16  

HENRY WEBSTER                  17  

ALE FIFITA     18  

 

PHYSIO : WARRICK SCHMIDT 

 

    CORRECT AT TIME OF PRINT 
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Player Profile  
Name -Adam Neal  

Age -30 

Occupation zone general builder at a housing        
association  

Position- back row/lock  

Sponsored by  McWilliam Farriery 

 

What age were you when you first played rugby and for which 
club? 

 I was  9 years old and it was my home town of Abingdon . 

Why did you choose rugby over other sports?  

I was a big lad when I was younger and my brother-in-law was a 
coach and he got me into it . 

What other clubs have you played for before joining Marlborough. 

Oxford Harlequins, Henley, Newbury, Trowbridge . 

When did you join Marlborough and why? 

I’m new to area and had to find a club that  was a good fit for me 
and also knowing and previously playing with the captain, Oliver 
helped my decision half way through a season lol. 

What is your proudest moment on the 
pitch?   

Being a 2x, division 3 county winner 
with Oxfordshire, but the second time 
was special for me  as I was captain of                 
Oxfordshire and winning it . 
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What is your most embarrassing moment on the pitch? 

Being beat 100-5 by UWIC uni in preseason.  

What professional team do you support and why? 

London Irish, I have great memories going to the 
Madejski stadium  and not a lot memories of the 
Saint Patricks day games; there was a lot of beer 
going round. 

Who is your all time rugby hero? 

Schalk Burger  

Which two people (living or dead) would you most like to go out for 
a few beers with and why? 

Mickey Flanagan just because of the laughs. 

Sir Winston Churchill—he could put the booze away and also       
enjoyed a cigar. 

What are you most likely to be caught doing on the field that you 
shouldn’t be doing?  

Inspecting rucks.  

A top tip for a young player? 

Playing rugby is not forever, so do  it with a smile and enjoy it while 
you can because  your going be a long time retired from the game.  

What hopes do you have for yourself and the team 
this season? 

Consistent performances on the field and to lay 
the foundations for next season. 
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1st XV Fixtures/Results 
Regional 2  South Central       level 6 

Date   Match       KO 

03/09/22  Marlborough 58 v 5 Grove     15:00 

10/09/22  Swindon 5 v 40 Marlborough   15:00 

17/09/22  Marlborough 50 v 3 Newbury Blues  15:00 

24/09/22   Reading 13 v 57 Marlborough    15:00 

01/10/22  Marlborough 81 v 5 Salisbury   15:00 

15/10/22  Shipston-on-Stour 3 v 55 Marlborough 15:00 

22/10/22  Marlborough 31 v 7 Stow-on-the-Wold  15:00 

29/10/22  Marlborough 42 v 5 Witney    15:00 

05/11/22  Tottonians 18 v 24 Marlborough   14:30 

12/11/22  Marlborough WO v Buckingham   14:30 

26/11/22  Devizes 14 v 48 Marlborough   14:30 

03/12/22  Marlborough 36 v 17 Swindon   14:30 

07/01/23  Salisbury 10 v 22 Marlborough   14:00 

14/01/23  Marlborough 39 v 17 Shipston-on-Stour 14:00 

28/01/23  Witney 14 v 47 Marlborough   14:00 

04/02/23  Newbury Blues 20 v 31 Marlborough  14:00 

11/02/23  Marlborough v Tottonians    14:00 

18/02/23  Marlborough v Buckingham   14:30 

25/02/23  Marlborough v Reading    14:30 

04/03/23  Marlborough v Devizes    14:30 

11/03/23  Grove v Marlborough     14:30  

18/03/23  Stow-on-the-Wold v Marlborough  14:30 
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2nd XV Fixtures/Results 
Counties 2 Tribute Dorset & Wilts North  level 8 

Date   Match       KO 

24/09/22   Marlborough   II 31 v  24 Chippenham II  15:00 

01/10/22  Calne  14 v 29 Marlborough II   15:00 

08/10/22  Marlborough  II 78 v 7 Sutton Benger  15:00 

15/10/22  Marlborough II 84 v 8 Swindon II   15:00 

29/10/22  Pewsey Vale 20 v 37 Marlborough II  15:00 

05/11/22  Marlborough II 36 v 8 Devizes II   14:30 

12/11/22  Minety 7 v  17 Marlborough II   14:30 

26/11/22  Marlborough II 36 v  12 RWB III   14:30 

03/12/22  Chippenham II 56 v 22 Marlborough II  14:30 

07/01/23  Swindon II 17 v 32 Marlborough II   14:00 

28/01/23  Marlborough II 43 v 7 Pewsey Vale   14:00 

11/02/23  Devizes II v Marlborough II    14:00 

18/02/23  Marlborough II v Minety    14:00 

04/03/23  RWB III v Marlborough II    14:00 

11/03/23  Sutton Benger v Marlborough II    14:30 

18/03/23  Marlborough v Calne      14:30 
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Winners of the Gigaclear Challenges 

Gigaclear Speed Challenge winner U7's is Ollie Pack...well done  
Ollie for making 18 passes in 30 seconds - fantastic effort, speed, 
and skill. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

William Newham. Winner of the U8’s Gigaclear Challenge. Well 
done, William.  
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UPCOMING EVENTS 
SPONSORS LUNCH   

MARLBOROUGH  V SHIPSTON—ON—STOUR                                              

SATURDAY 14 JANUARY 

SIX NATIONS  

04 FEBRUARY –18 MARCH 

EVERY GAME LIVE ON THE BIG SCREEN 

SATURDAY MARCH 4  

MARLBOROUGH V DEVIZES 

FOSSILS REUNITED -  OLD BOYS REUNION  

 

FRIDAY 21 APRIL   

SPORTING DINNER AT THE TOWN HALL 

WITH AN EX-ENGLAND INTERNATIONAL PLAYER 

 AS THE GUEST SPEAKER  
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History was finally made 
Last Saturday, Marlborough finally chased their demons away and 
won at Newbury in front of their very vocal and loyal supporters. 
 
Newbury were the first to score points; a penalty kick nine minutes into 

the game gave them the lead. It 
continued to be an end-to-end 
game for the first fifteen minutes, 
with both teams eager to assert 
their    dominance in the game, 
when Marlborough won a penalty at 
the breakdown. Grant kicked the 
ball forward, inside the Newbury 22, 
and the forwards got to work. Seko 

broke through a tackle to cross the whitewash for Marlborough’s first 
try of the game, which Grant  converted. 
 
Possession and field position continued to be traded between the two 
teams, with Newbury taking another penalty kick to bring the score to 
6-7. 
 
Marlborough had a period of sustained pressure, but it was the home 
side who would score again after a lineout on the halfway line. The ball 
was chipped over the top, and a good chase led to a penalty against 
Marlborough for holding on in the ruck. The penalty was taken quickly, 
Newbury bundled the ball over the line, and the conversion was       
successfully kicked. 
 
This turned into a period of the game that the           
Marlborough supporters know only too well, as after 
an infringement at the back of the scrum, Will Grant 
saw yellow, and Marlborough were down to fourteen 
men. This seemed to galvanise the players, and Jack 
Lynd drove  Marlborough into the opposition's 22, 
where the pack then edged their way towards the line, 
before the  
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ball found its way to Will Reeve, who evaded a tackle to cross the line. 
Reeve then kicked the extras: Newbury 13-14 Marlborough. 
 
The second half started brightly for Marlborough, who    
within minutes crashed over the line, but unfortunately, 
the ball was held up. Marlborough’s dominance                       
strengthened, and the ball was snaffled up by Toti, who 
offloaded to Lynd to carry once again. It was then passed 
out to Aka, who beat his opposite number and finished 
well in the corner. Grant nailed the conversion. 
 
Marlborough used Simon Pilkington in the front row and Kieran Brown in 
the back row as replacements. The next twenty minutes went to          
Newbury, who were now throwing everything they had at the game. 
There was some fantastic defensive work from every man in black and 
amber that ensured Newbury didn’t cross the line again until the sixty 
fifth minute. Another yellow for Marlborough went to Adam Neal.        
Newbury took the penalty lineout option and were over two phases later. 
The game was now well and truly in the balance: Newbury 20-               
Marlborough 21. 
 
Marlborough needed a breakthrough, Grant kicked deep from the         
kick-off, and a good chase forced Newbury to kick the ball out, giving 
Marlborough a lineout just inside the Newbury half. Another carry by 
Lynd got Marlborough going before it was given to the backs, where the 
ball eventually landed in Aka’s hands, who ran in to score his second try 
of the game. On the sixty seventh minute, the scoreboard showed      
Newbury 20-Marlborough 26. 
 
This seemed to turn the tide of the game completely; Marlborough had 
their tails up and were looking to land the knockout blow. A kick over the 
top from Will Reeve and a great chase from a number in black and amber 
caused Newbury to take the ball over their own line. The Marlborough 
pack showcased their scrum dominance yet again, even with a man still 
in the bin, to win a penalty five metres out. They chose to tap the ball, 
where, after an initial false start from Meki, some good tight carries led to  
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League Table Regional 2  Tribute South Central 

Simon Pilkington crashing over the line. Marlborough had some     
breathing room, the players believed this was theirs for the taking, and 
the supporters could finally relax—well, a little bit. 
 
After what seemed like an eternity and Marlborough receiving another 
yellow, finally the whistle blew! Marlborough had finally done it—they 
had beaten the ‘Blues’ at home. Newbury 20 – Marlborough 31. 
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Marlborough’s Rugby Sponsorship Proves a Score Draw 

When it comes to keeping up with who’s winning during competitive  

fixtures, supporters of Marlborough Rugby definitely know the score 

thanks to a new deal signed by the club.  

As part of its sponsorship with the table-topping side, rural full fibre 

broadband provider Gigaclear is providing a new electronic              

scoreboard so supporters can keep an accurate tally of how many 

points are scored during matches. 

Gigaclear, which is currently extending its full fibre broadband network 

to more than 4,400 homes and businesses in the town, has agreed to 

sponsor the rugby club’s mini and junior section with a series of fun 

‘challenges’ staged regularly throughout the season.  

Amanda Palmer, Youth Chair at Marlborough Rugby, welcomed             

Gigaclear’s support of the club and said the Minis and Juniors were set 

to benefit from Gigaclear’s involvement. 

She said: “It’s been a great season so far for Marlborough Rugby with 

the first team posting some very impressive scores that can only serve 

to inspire and motivate our younger members. Gigaclear’s                  

sponsorship of our fun challenges will undoubtedly encourage them 

further. We recognise the importance of fast and reliable broadband 

for many homeowners and businesses these days and therefore we 

welcome the company’s efforts to extend its full fibre network in the 

town.” 

Gigaclear’s Head of Marketing Andy Brotherton said: “We’re really  
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League Table Counties 2 Tribute Dorset & Wilts North 

pleased to be able to support Marlborough Rugby and am sure it is just 

the start of a long and fruitful relationship. We recognise the valuable 

role the rugby club plays at the heart of the wider Marlborough          

community, and we are keen to support the club’s efforts.” 

As part of the sponsorship, eligible members and supporters will be  

offered free full-fibre broadband for six months, followed by a special 

deal of 400Mbps at £20 per month for 18 months. Anyone wishing to find 

out if their property can connect to the Gigaclear network, should visit 

www.gigaclear.com and use the postcode checker.  
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TEAM SELECTION  

MARLBOROUGH II AWAY TO DEVIZES II 

1 BRADLEY WHATLEY 

2 JONI VOSANIBOLE 

3 MYLES RICHARDS  

4 TOMMY ELBROW 

5 OSCAR TAMANI  

6 KIERAN BROWN (CAPT)  

7 DAI BRITTON 

8 BEN BEANLAND  

9 OLLIE REDPATH 

10 JIMMY ADAMS 

11 APOLOSI WARA 

12 RO NAMUSUDROKA NAPOLIONI 

13 DOM ROKOMAQISA 

14 RYAN MARSH 

15 BEN SOSO 

BENCH 

16 DYLAN DAVIES 

       17 DANIEL WILLIAMS   

18 MYLES KLAIBER 

19 GEORGE WHITE 

20 ALAN BROWN 

21 GUY KINDLON 

CORRECT AT TIME OF PRINT 
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THE 18  71 CLUB 

 

The 1871 Club is the social arm of Marlborough Rugby. All proceeds from 
membership and other fundraising activities go directly to  support the 
promotion of rugby for the whole family in the Marlborough area. With a 
growing playing base of boys and girls, supporting them is very                 
important to the Club and we do what we can to see the growth of junior 
rugby. 

The 1871 Club gets its name from the club’s heritage. In 1871  Marlborough 
Nomads (along with 20 other Clubs, including Blackheath and Richmond) 
met to form the Rugby Football Union in a restaurant in Pall Mall, London. 

Each year there are a full range of social activities, some connected       
directly to rugby, some less so. The main aim is to have a great time with 
friends and other club members whilst supporting  Marlborough Rugby. 

Anyone can be an 1871 Club member including those who have either 
played for the club and/or have contributed to the development of      
Marlborough Rugby.  Also , anyone in the Marlborough area who wants to 
meet up with others who share a common passion for rugby and who 
wants to support the development of the game for the whole family. 

For further information please contact Richard Purchase 

1871@mrfc.co.uk 
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18  71  
Dates for your diary 

September 3 1st XV first home game v Grove  

October 14  Trip to Ramsbury Brewery – tour (7.30pm) and  
   tasting!  

November 3  1871 tapas night at Tipi Tapa (it’s a Thursday!) 

November 19 England vs New Zealand followed by a one course 
   meal 

November 26 1st XV away to Devizes – trip, match and curry 

December 9  Dinner – pre-Christmas bash at the Clubhouse 

January 18  Dinner at The Silks (it’s a Wednesday!) 

February 22   Visit to Arkells Brewery 

March 4  Lunch – 1st  XV last home game v Devizes 

March 18  Six nations ‘Super Saturday’ with food 

April  21   Sporting Dinner at the Town Hall – with an ex-England 
   international player as the guest speaker  
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Next weekend  
Marlborough Rugby  

Double Header 

With both teams at home 

Marlborough v Buckingham 14:00 

Marlborough II v Minety 14:00 
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At Marlborough Rugby, we operate in line with the core                         
values : Teamwork, Respect, Enjoyment, Discipline and                
Sportsmanship. We are committed to developing a culture that 
lives and breathes the core values, is free of abuse, discrimination 
and harm, and where everyone feels safe and able to raise any 
concerns they have. We are committed to developing an inclusive 
culture where it is safe and acceptable for everyone involved in 
rugby to raise concerns about any unacceptable practice,               
behaviour, wrongdoing or misconduct. This Code of Conduct and 
our policies and procedures, and the terms and conditions of any 
volunteer or employment agreement with the club, provide a 
framework in which clubs and participants can be empowered to 
create safe,  respectful and enjoyable environments. Everyone 
who is involved in rugby, whether as a player, coach, parent, 
spectator, or volunteer, is expected to uphold the Core Values.  

To download a full copy of our code of conduct, please go to  

marlboroughrfc.rfu.club/news/marlborough-rugby-code-of-
conduct-june-2022 

Marlborough Rugby Code of Conduct 
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Management Team  

Chair   G. Sharp    t: 07860 309 821   e: chair@mrfc.co.uk                             
President  D. Wright   t: 01672 514 717   e: president@mrfc.co.uk                  
Secretary  M. Thomas   t: 07989 493 810   e: secretary@mrfc.co.uk                     
Treasurer  C. Musgrave   t: 07860 238 367   e: treasurer@mrfc.co.uk                    
Safeguarding C. Robins   t: 07887 724 928   e: safeguarding@mrfc.co.uk        
Youth Chair  A. Palmer   t: 07976 335 400   e: youthchair@mrfc.co.uk             
Women’s Rugby A. Palmer   t: 07976 335 400   e: women@mrfc.co.uk       
Schools Liaison  T. Rushmere   t: 07866 622 234   e: schools@mrfc.co.uk                                      
‘1871’ Chair  R. Purchase   t: 07712 132 969   e: 1871@mrfc.co.uk                                 

Senior Playing Contacts 

Director of Rugby  E. Vunipola   t: 07719 479 289   e: DOR@mrfc.co.uk                                 
Club Captain  O. Spanswick   t: 07810 882 305   e: captain@mrfc.co.uk                            
1st XV Manager  D. Pittams   t: 07785 384 917   e: firsts@mrfc.co.uk                             
Fixtures Sec M. Banfield   t: 07786 916 318   e: fixtures@mrfc.co.uk                                
7s Manager  I.  Laqekoro   t: 01672 514 717   e: 7smanager@mrfc.co.uk                         
7s Coordinator  A. Black            t: 07444 935 829   e: 7s@mrfc.co.uk                                        

Coaches Contacts 

Rugby Tots  B. Frost    t: 0345 313 3240   e: barbra@rugbytots.co.uk                      

U6 Manager B. Stevenson   t: 07779 654 967   e: U6@mrfc.co.uk                                            

U7 Manager  W. Howell   t: 07850 525 863   e: U7@mrfc.co.uk                                            

U8 Manager  M. Blasco   t: 07815 078 337   e: U8@mrfc.co.uk                                          

U9 Manager  R. Edwards   t: 07790 268 361   e: U9@mrfc.co.uk                    

U10 Manager  M. Place    t: 07861 676 860   e: U10@mrfc.co.uk                   

U11 Manager J. Minchin   t: 07764 821 384   e: U11@mrfc.co.uk                    

U12 Manager L. Brenk    t: 07779 150 840   e: U12@mrfc.co.uk                     

U13 Manager  E. Wain    t: 07855 338 729   e: U13@mrfc.co.uk                   

U14 Manager  B. Colquhoun   t: 07791 296 142   e: U14@mrfc.co.uk                   

U15 Manager  S. Glover    t: 07967 746 413   e: U15@mrfc.co.uk                   

U16 Manager  M. Allen    t: 07968 840 325   e: U16@mrfc.co.uk               

Colts Manager  A. Child    t: 07767 824 606   e: colts@mrfc.co.uk                

Girls Coach  N. West-Oram   t: 07703 469 279   e: girls@mrfc.co.uk 
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